and some other writers holding similar
opinions, is found in the Praetorium of
Phasna, now known as Mismiyyah situated
between Damascus and Basra built in
169 A.D. It has an aspe roofed in the
form of a hemispherical scallop-shell, a
feature frequently found in modified form
in later Muslim work.

0Some critics with fertile
imaginations attributed the origin of the
horse-shoe arch to Christian Armenia.
To support their theory they mention a
few churches there which are now proved
to be of a much later date and therefore
could not possibly have had any influence
on Islamic Architecture. The Mihrab or
the Prayer-niche is supposed to have been
derived from the vaults and domes of the
Coptic Red Convent at Sohaj, but this
again according to Rivoira and other
authorities is much later than is usually
believed. M. Saladin thinks that the
Arabs borrowed ideas of massing, grouping
and monumental planning from the ancient
temples of Thebes and those of the Upper
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